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Introduction

This book is a visual journey through the early history of Sayers Croft. It covers life at Sayers Croft, from whestibwés fir

in 1940, through the war years when evacuated children lived here, to the end of the war. This page gives the historical
background to the site, after which the rest of the book provides photographs which captute-day life through the eyes

of those who lived here between 1940 and 1945.

The Early Years
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Wales and five in Scotlandhough in the end only thirtgthree were actually built. The government had designed the camps

to be used as outdoor schools during peacetime, but they were also preparing for war; the camps were meant to be used as
evacuee and refugee centres to give people places to live out of cities and away from danger.

By August 1939, it seemed certain that Britain would go to war with Germany. The destruction caused in European towns anc
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In the first three days of evacuation, 1.5 million people were moved, including 827,000 sgeabkhildren and 103,000
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boys from Brownhill Road and Catford Central schools in London who, after first staying in Kent, arrived at Sayers Croft Cam
at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday ‘1$1ay 1940.

Many of the evacuated boys stayed at Sayers Croft for the duration of the war, with life being led as close to normal as
possible. They had lessons, played sports, and received visits from parents, all in the relative safety of the Englisdeountr

At the end of the war, Sayers Croft was used by Dutch children as a safe place to receive medical care and food, as the
homeland had been devastated by the war and Nazi occupation.

Once the threat of war had gone Sayers Croft returned to its original peacetime purpose, providing a place for inner city
children to experience and learn about the outdoors. To this day, Sayers Croft continues to welcome children and their
teachers, and almost all of the modeday site remains exactly as it would have been seen by the London schoolboys of 1940.



This is a typical evacuation scene, as children wait with their luggage, gas masks and labels around their necks. The Catfo

boys were first evacuated to Ashford in Kent.
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You can see the gas mask boxes and labels in the picture above, just like in the real evacuee photo on the opposite page.



With Ashford becoming too dangerous for children to stay, the boys were moved to their new school in the countryside:
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dThe buildings were all erected and the equipment rea}\dy for use, but there were no paths and we shared the camp with the
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