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Introduction 

This book is a visual journey through the early history of Sayers Croft. It covers life at Sayers Croft, from when it was first built 

in 1940, through the war years when evacuated children lived here, to the end of the war. This page gives the historical 

background to the site, after which the rest of the book provides photographs which capture day-to-day life through the eyes 

of those who lived here between 1940 and 1945. 

 

The Early Years 

 

{ŀȅŜǊǎ /ǊƻŦǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƳǇǎ !Ŏǘ όмфофύέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦƛŦǘȅ ŎŀƳǇǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

Wales and five in Scotlandτthough in the end only thirty-three were actually built. The government had designed the camps 

to be used as outdoor schools during peacetime, but they were also preparing for war; the camps were meant to be used as 

evacuee and refugee centres to give people places to live out of cities and away from danger. 

By August 1939, it seemed certain that Britain would go to war with Germany. The destruction caused in European towns and 

ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Luftwaffe, meant the British government needed a way of moving huge numbers of civilians 

away from big cities like London. September 1st мфоф ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƛŜŘ tƛǇŜǊέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ ƴŀƳŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ to safer places.  

In the first three days of evacuation, 1.5 million people were moved, including 827,000 school-aged children and 103,000 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ άƘŜƭǇŜǊǎέΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлл 

boys from Brownhill Road and Catford Central schools in London who, after first staying in Kent, arrived at Sayers Croft Camp 

at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday 15th May 1940.  

Many of the evacuated boys stayed at Sayers Croft for the duration of the war, with life being led as close to normal as 

possible. They had lessons, played sports, and received visits from parents, all in the relative safety of the English countryside. 

At the end of the war, Sayers Croft was used by Dutch children as a safe place to receive medical care and food, as their 

homeland had been devastated by the war and Nazi occupation. 

Once the threat of war had gone Sayers Croft returned to its original peacetime purpose, providing a place for inner city 

children to experience and learn about the outdoors. To this day, Sayers Croft continues to welcome children and their 

teachers, and almost all of the modern-day site remains exactly as it would have been seen by the London schoolboys of 1940.  



This is a typical evacuation scene, as children wait with their luggage, gas masks and labels around their necks. The Catford 
boys were first evacuated to Ashford in Kent. 

!ǎƘŦƻǊŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ {ŀȅŜǊǎ /ǊƻŦǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƳŀǎǘŜǊ IŀǊǊȅ DŜƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ άIn May 1940...when Hitler 
ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƛǘȊƪǊƛŜƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǿ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ !ǎƘŦƻǊŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜǎΦέ   



¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ {ŀȅŜǊǎ /ǊƻŦǘΣ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ά/ŀƳǇέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƛǊ ǊŀƛŘ ŘǊƛƭƭΦ 

 
You can see the gas mask boxes and labels in the picture above, just like in the real evacuee photo on the opposite page. 



άThe buildings were all erected and the equipment ready for use, but there were no paths and we shared the camp with the 
ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΦέ - IŀǊǊȅ DŜƭƭΣ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ {ŀȅŜǊǎ /ǊƻŦǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎΩ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ 

With Ashford becoming too dangerous for children to stay, the boys were moved to their new school in the countryside:  
ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǳǇ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōȅ ¢ƛƳǎƻƴΩǎ ōǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ŀȅŜǊǎ /ǊƻŦǘ /ŀƳǇ ƛƴ 9ǿƘǳǊǎǘΦέ 


